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Praised forits clarity of presentation and accessibility, Introduction to Modern Virology has been a

successful student text for over 30 years. It provides a broad introduction to virology, which includes

the nature of viruses, the interaction of viruses with their hosts and the consequences of those

interactions that lead to the diseases we see.Â  This new edition contains a number of important

changes and innovations including:  The consideration of immunology now covers two chapters,

one on innate immunity and the other on adaptive immunity, reflecting the explosion in knowledge of

viral interactions with these systems.Â  The coverage of vaccines and antivirals has been expanded

and separated into two new chapters to reflect the importance of these approaches to prevention

and treatment.Â  Virus infections in humans are considered in more detail with new chapters on viral

hepatitis, influenza, vector-borne diseases, and exotic and emerging viral infections, complementing

an updated chapter on HIV.Â Â  The final section includes three new chapters on the broader

aspects of the influence of viruses on our lives, focussing on the economic impact of virus

infections, the ways we can use viruses in clinical and other spheres, and the impact that viruses

have on the planet and almost every aspect of our lives.  A good basic understanding of viruses is

important for generalists and specialists alike. The aim of this book is to make such understanding

as accessible as possible, allowing students across the biosciences spectrum to improve their

knowledge of these fascinating entities.
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I've actually never written a review, but felt compelled to do it for this book. I ordered this book for



my Virology class based on the detailed Table of Contey nts (didn't have time to vet the book before

I ordered because I was added late as an instructor). The book is poorly written, with many basic

concepts written in ways that are confusing and add unnecessary complication. My students were

left utterly confused and thought the text caused more confusion than clarification of my lectures.

Worse than that, there was frequently information that was incorrect. I decided to stop using the text

and instruct with review papers and excerpts from some other texts instead. I regret my graduate

students spent their money purchasing this book.

On behalf of both my roommate, who asked me to get this for her, and her teacher, who assigned

the book, they all hate it and faculty apologize profusely for the way in which it is written - unlike any

other textbook and certainly only half as useful. It appears a big problem is due to failure to

recognize the audience/scope for which it is written.
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